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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner acknowledges a submission of the amendment and arguments filed on 
July, 13, 2007. Claims 47 - 49, B, C and D are deleted; Claim 42 is amended. New 
Claims 72 - 76 are added. Amendment and arguments have overcome rejections under 
102 (e)and 103(a). 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
An amended independent Claim 42 discloses a method for immobilization of a target by 
conducting a current through a target, which inter alia, includes providing a first pulse of 
the current with a first voltage, monitoring the provision of the first pulse and providing a 
second pulse of the current with a second voltage, while the second voltage value is 
based on result of monitoring the target and sufficient to ionize air gap in series with the 
target. The closest reference for the claim is Watkins III et al., which discloses some 
elements of the claim such as providing a first pulse of the current (see Fig. 7), the first 
pulse having a first amount voltage; It further discloses a second pulse of the current 
having a second amount of voltage, which is responsive to a result of monitoring (col. 6, 
lines 4-11). The microprocessor continuously performs monitoring of the target 
electrical parameters (col. 8, lines 30-44, col. 17, lines 4-11). Monitoring provision of 
the first pulse is inherent in the mode of operation of the system, since as Fig. 5C 
shows, first stage pulse application results in is a dramatic drop of impedance and 
subsequent activation of the second pulse cannot be provided unless the impedance 
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drop is assured (col. 6, lines 4-11). However, the reference is silent with regard to a 
value of the second pulse being result of monitoring and being sufficient to ionize air 
gap in series with the target. This issue is in a core of an invention; the value of the 
second pulse is set according to results of monitoring such that in a case of imperfect 
contact with the target the air gap in series with the target is ionized and the second 
pulse is delivered to the target. 

Independent Claim 52 discloses, inter alia, the second pulse generation being 
conditioned on results of testing of the path existence conducted at the time of the first 
pulse. Watkins III et al. do not disclose such limitation. 

As per independent Claim 56, it discloses, inter alia, the first path testing stage 
and the second stimulation stage being overlapping. Watkins III et al. do not disclose 
such limitation. 

Independent Claim 72 discloses inter alia, providing a first pulse of the 
current having the first voltage, monitoring the provision of the first pulse, and providing 
a second pulse of the current having a second voltage; the second voltage is 
responsive to a result of monitoring and greater than the first voltage. Watkins III et al. 
do not disclose such limitation. 

Allowability resides, at least in part, in the above-described limitations, which has 
not been disclosed in the Prior Art in a search. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zeev Kitov whose telephone number is (571) 272-2052. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. If attempts to reach examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael Sherry can be reached 
on (571 ) 272 - 2800, Ext. 36. The fax phone number for organization where this 
application or proceedings is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300 for all communications. 



Z.K. 

7/20/2007 




MICHAEL SHERRY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



